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Step 1.
Define Your Vision + Budget

▢ Talk through what kind of celebration you want to create​​

▢ Identify your top 3 priorities (food, connection, atmosphere)​​

▢ Set a preliminary budget range and outline must-haves​​

▢ Decide: One-day event or full-weekend experience?​

Step 2.
Guest Count & Venue

▢ Estimate your guest count and consider travel needs​​

▢ Tour venues that match your vision, size, and season​​

▢ Ask about coordination, vendor flexibility, and on-site lodging​​

▢ Book your venue and secure your wedding date

Step 3.
Book Core Vendors

▢ Hire photographer, videographer, and officiant​

▢ Decide if you need a planner or day-of coordinator​​

▢ Interview vendors who match your vision and communicate well​​

▢ Review and confirm contracts, timelines, and expectations​

Step 4.
Style & Décor Decisions

▢ Choose a style, theme, or color palette​

▢ Choose florals, rentals, signage, and lighting​

▢ Plan layout and guest flow for ceremony and reception​

▢ Gather inspiration—but don’t get stuck in trends​

Step 5.
Invitations + Timeline

▢ Collect guest mailing addresses​​

▢ Send Save-the-Dates and invitations on schedule​​

▢ Set RSVP deadline and gather meal or travel details​​​

▢ Create a simple wedding day timeline​​

Step 6.
Final Details

▢ Confirm headcounts and share timelines with vendors​​

▢ Walk through the venue and finalize layout​

▢ Prepare gratuities, seating chart, and emergency kit​​

▢ Assign roles and pack essentials for the weekend​​​

Step 7.
Celebrate

▢ Prep your getting-ready space with snacks and outfits​​​​​

▢ Schedule buffer time between events to avoid feeling rushed​​​

▢ Assign someone to manage gifts, cards, and keepsakes


